
April 4, 2002 LB 1003

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR DEBATE

discussion from last evening, the discussion from this morning, 
I expressed to Senator Beutler that we would take a vote on my 
idea for the extension of terms for commissioners and then allow 
him a vote on his amendment. In all fairness, I think that we 
do have a better proposal if we're going to look at the real 
issue behind this, and that is one person, one vote, or at least 
a close proximity of that. That was Senator Redfield's proposal 
that she worked hard on last evening and this morning. I think 
you can make no bones about it, that that was a more realistic 
one person, one vote representation issue as far as allowing 
equal access to the same number of commissioners for the same 
number of people that they're supposed to represent. You know, 
I appreciate what Senator Beutler has tried to accomplish here 
by not making some of us in rural Nebraska mad by messing with 
our districts and I can commend him for that, but I...I'm 
concerned about that eighth member being added. I appreciate 
the body's indulgence in allowing Senator Schrock to have his 
amendment added, but I guess what I've been hearing today is, 
really, it's not broken; let's not try and fix it. And, you 
know, the reason that Senator Redfield and I were willing to 
support what we thought was a fair compromise, it wasn't a
compromise of the body, it was a compromise between Senator
Beutler and the opposition. But what we have heard from a 
number of you, and some of you have told me, you know, you've 
been here for six, eight, you know, some more and you’ve never 
received a call about your representation, and some of you from 
urban Nebraska. Now, I know two of the three commissioners 
personally and I can call them up and find out what's going on 
and I think that’s my responsibility to let them know what's 
going on, to find out from them, because I have Lake McConaughy. 
I have a large district with a number of opportunities. That's 
because of where I live. And I don't think there's any doubt 
that there needs to be opportunities for citizens of the state 
of Nebraska to have access to parks, whatever they may be,
whether it be Mahoney, whether it be Fort Robinson, whatever 
that might be, that they have access to recreation. Maybe
that's water sports. Maybe that1s other activities that are 
offered to the citizens of the state of Nebraska throiigh Game 
and Parks. I think that's fine, but I think we have to look at 
the reality of this, is that we’re not going to go into downtown 
Omaha and build a new Game and Park facility and pave...and tear
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